
Vista Hills School Council Meeting Minutes

Where: Google Meet, Invitation sent to interested participants 

When: Thursday, Feb. 17, 2022, at 6:30pm 

Present: Amy Innes, Anne Plouffe, Asil Alshaib, Beth Daniel, Bhaleka Persaud, Diana
Clipsham, Diana Skrzydlo, Greg James, Katelyn Brunskill, Kelly Fraser, Louise
Caswell, Melanie Roberts, Melanie Jespersen, Milena Krstic, Penny Miller, Fa Moola,
Shawn Humes.

Meeting Agenda
1: Welcome and Approval of Minutes—Greg James

● Meeting minutes of Jan. 20, 2022 approved: Milena K motioned and Anne P
seconded.

2: Vista Hills Updates – Penny Miller, Amy Innes
1) February Daily Affirmation (Optimism) – Amy Innes

● I look for the good in each day.
● I let go of negative thoughts.
● I notice things that bring me joy.
● I chose to be optimistic and kind.

2) New Covid Updates—Penny Miller
Next week after WREA and health and safety assessments, more information will
be shared with administrators and then with the school community.

3) School-led Fundraising – Penny Miller
- Limited with what we can do due to Covid restrictions.
- Domino’s Pizza, Wednesday Pizza Nights,  $5 return to Vista Hills PS,

when Vista Hills families purchase from Laurelwood plaza located at
Columbia/Fisher Hallman, Sobeys Plaza.

- We’re waiting for further information to bring more activities/fundraising
into the school to ensure minimal contact.

- Teachers Melanie & Cam wanting to start popcorn fundraising (individual
popcorn bags) to help with the purchase of items for the Phys Ed program
(intramurals, class bins). More information at the next meeting.

- Additional fundraising information below

4) Extra-curricular Activities
- Extra-Curricular Activities will be starting up again soon, hopefully before

March Break, others will begin after the break.
- GSA: Melanie Jespersen, Marra Peterson, Lindsay Piva - starting next

week.
- Intramurals in the gym: Cam Day, Melanie Jespersen, Crystal Perry.
- Basketball games with class vs class starting before the break.



5) School Photos
- Feb 24 is grad photo day at Vista Hills.
- April 21 - individual student photos.

6) Kindness Week – Feb. 14-18
- Olympics Pride/Spirit Day – Friday Feb. 18
- Fun Friday – Feb. 25

7) Equity Training for Staff
- Muslim women presented in collaboration with Clemens Mills regarding

prayer and Muslim faith.
- Black history month, black brilliance.

   

8) Phys. Ed. Equipment Purchases / Funding Requests
- Staff requesting $1000 to purchase badminton portable nets (6 in total

$95/each) to allow more engagement and participation during Phys Ed
class. M. Jespersen and C. Day.

1. Ann P motioned to allocate the funds for these purchases.
Seconded by Diana C.

- Staff looking for general equipment replacement due to wear and tear
because of cleaning chemicals (COVID). May timeframe for ordering.

1. Walk-a-thon funds to be used to help offset the cost of equipment
bins for each class.

2. Group agreed that Walk-a-thon Goal should be “Outdoor Physical
Activity and Health” related.

1. Funding request of $1000. Anne P. motioned and Diana C.
seconded. Potential for another $1000 to be allocated in
May timeframe.



3: Financial Update - Kelly Fraser
● Not a lot of movement of money, a few purchases at the discretion of the school.
● Money spent on home reading, traffic blitz, guest speaker.
● Balance of $11, 415.17 remaining.

4: Traffic Safety Blitz Update—Greg James
○ Thanks to all our volunteers!
○ Most drivers were understanding and thankful.
○ Some additional coordination required with the city so we’re aligned, but

not likely to get road signs before spring. Concerns will be voiced to the
city in late Feb. by VHPS administrators.

○ Vista Hills Community Association was consulted and Shawn Humes
indicated that city will not support us approaching homeowners in the
neighbourhood to use private driveways as temporary parking for student
drop off and pick up.

○ Dewdrops allows for stopping and parking on both sides
○ We made some progress, but behavior reverted quickly after blitz and

due to snow conditions.

5: Fundraising—Greg James
○ Pizza / Pita Days - on hold right now but can be quickly relaunched; leg

work has been done and has experience in this group to get it done .
○ Walkathon – Fundraising target set. Theme set.

■ Plantables – www.plantables.ca with referral code:
HawksAreHeroes.

○ TruEarth – Ongoing.
○ Mabel’s Labels – search for Vista Hills in the drop down menu.

http://www.plantables.ca


○ Plantables $350 last year   -use referral code, can order now and get it
delivered later

○ PRO Grant Application-- Melanie Roberts: Deadline Feb. 28.
■ Equity Focus
■ Researching guest speaker for students, staff and parents of Vista

Hills (and hopefully Cedarbrae).

6: Questions from parents:

Q: What are we hearing from the Board in terms of Covid protocols loosening in the
schools?

- See above.

No March School meeting due to March Break, next meeting in April.


