
Vista Hills School Council Meeting Minutes
Date: Thursday, October 21, 2021

Where: Google Meet, Invitation sent to interested participants 

When: Thursday, Sept 23 2021 at 6:30pm 

Present: Michelle Ji, Amy Innes, Anne Plouffe, Beth Daniel, Bhaleka Persaud, Cyen
King, Dagmar M. Hajducek, Diana Clipsham, Greg James, Jennifer Christopher,
Katelyn Brunskill, Melanie Roberts, Milena Krstic, Natalie Wilton, Penny Miller,
Raneem Al-Halimi, Tania Bumstead, Fathima Fataar, Sharon Han

Meeting Agenda

1: Welcome and Approval of Minutes—Greg James

● Meeting minutes of Sep 21, 2021 approved: Greg James motioned and Jennifer
Christopher seconded.

● Motion to vote Michelle Ji as secretary: Greg James called for motion; Melanie
Roberts motioned and Anne Plouffe seconded; motion passed.

2: Vista Hills Updates – Penny Miller, Amy Innes

1) Instructional Updates – Penny Miller

● Class Profiles/Class Reviews
● Heggerty - Early Literacy Program
● Dreambox - Piloting in certain classrooms
● Literacy Focus - PD, Staff Meeting
School will be conducting class reviews to better support students by getting to know
them emotionally and literacy wise. The goal is to make sure students are feeling
safe and comfortable to learn. Emphasis will be placed on literacy and math and
move students forward.

2) Activities Update – Amy Innes

● Student announcers: grade 8 students will start to take the lead on O Canada
and territorial acknowledgement

● Sept. 30 assembly: first full school assembly to commemorate National Day of
Truth and Reconciliation

● Remembrance Day: plan for outdoor whole school assembly
● Extra-curricular activities: will return such as Remembrance day choirs



● Volunteers: will return to school in the next few weeks; process to follow being
finalized

● Picture Day: going to take place soon and dates to follow; remote learners able
to take pictures after school hours

● Halloween: school to follow board direction: regular instructional day, costume
optional but no party, parade or treats by school; remind students to be culturally
sensitive when picking out costumes

3: Financial Update – Melanie Roberts

No updates; no change

4: Presentation from Cyen King

Introduction of Snowbank Productions: Free Teacher Resources
https://snowbankproductions.weebly.com/teacher-resources.html

Fun way to get students some exercise and be creative on snowy days.

● Diana Clipsham will look into sourcing of the pails/buckets: 20-25 pails
● Jennifer Christopher’s husband Rob Christopher will help build the quarter

pounders
● Jennifer Christopher will explore the cost of the project/building material of

quarter pounders

5: School Traffic Blitz – Greg James

Model safety practice at drop off and pick up time; help educate and build awareness
around the school community on traffic safety.

● Publish school traffic procedures (Do’s and Don’ts), and Traffic Map to VH
community

https://snowbankproductions.weebly.com/teacher-resources.html


● Recruit 5-6 parents to assist VHPS staff one week in Nov 2021, Jan 2022 and
April 2022 at drop off and pick up times
Volunteers:
Jennifer Christopher
Rob Christopher
Beth Daniel
Milena Krstic
Sharon Han
Dagmar Hajducek
Melanie Roberts
Greg James

● Conduct week long traffic blitz to reinforce rules and safety
● Possible get Bylaw to assist
● Repeat in January and April 2022
● Penny Miller: no updates on if there will be a crosswalk on Ladyslipper St;

Penny will follow up on this and update. Same for “no parking” sign.

5: Fundraising—Greg James

● Funding focus: Outdoor Activities (but available for anything that comes up)
● Tru Earth / Mabel’s Labels campaigns: links will be put in weekly newsletter

https://fundraising.tru.earth/VistaHills
- Use this link when purchasing eco friendly 
- Laundry detergent and other items, and Vista
- Hills will receive 20% of your order total
- To support Waste Reduction Week: 
- Today (Thursday) VH will earn 25% on any Eco-Strips Laundry Detergent

purchased through our link
- On Friday, VH will earn 25% on orders of Bamboo Cutlery, Mesh Bags or Beeswax

Products purchased through our link

● Pizza Day / Pita Day being looked at for possible resumption in December:
Greg James will reach out to vendors to gauge interest and map out process to
be presented at next meeting: process needs to comply with COVID restrictions

● Mask Making - on hold due to COVID concerns
● Other options:

Flipgive app: Melanie will look into this
Lunch box orders: Greg James will look into it

Question: is it possible for the school council to purchase ukulele for grade 7
and 8 students to use for the year so that it can be brought home for practice?
Penny Miller: normally school has enough to share among students and not
mandatory for students to purchase; some students prefer to purchase in
COVID times. Better reach out to Suzanne Bender to see if there is a need to

https://fundraising.tru.earth/VistaHills


purchase for everyone and if there is enough for students to take
home--Melanie Roberts.
Greg James will follow up with Jennifer Christopher on this: cost, number and
feasibility.

6: Communication from School Council – Melanie Roberts

● Opt-in to automatically receive meeting link: Michelle Ji will work on this
● Reminder of upcoming meeting combined with any additional news and

fundraising links
● Additional communication when the need arises

7: WRAPSC - meeting volunteers—Melanie Roberts

● Waterloo Region Assembly of Public School Councils
● Volunteers to attend a meeting and provide a quick summary at the next School

Council meeting
● Volunteers: Fathima Fataar, Melanie Roberts, Greg James
● Anne Plouffe will forward last WRAPSC meeting minutes to council

8: Q and A

● Halloween - what if my child wants to wear a costume to school on the 29th?
Answer: costume is optional and by choice

● Any updates on use / access to Beechdrops park for VH students?
Penny Miller: Beechdrop park is owned by the city. School has submitted a
request to have access to the park and a decision is still pending in the planning
department of the city. Will follow up on that and update.

Next virtual meeting will be Thursday, November 18, 2021 at 6:30pm.


