
Vista Hills School Council  
Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, February 25, 2021 
 
Where: Google Meet, Invitation sent to interested participants 
When: Thursday, February 25, 2021 at 6:30pm 
Invited Parents:  Raneem Al-Halimi, Katelyn Brunskill, Louise Caswell, Jennifer Christopher, Diana 
Clipsham, Joanne Cojic, Beth Daniel, Fathima Fataar, Hajra Hafeez, Nancy Hainsworth, Sharon Han, Greg 
James, Milena Krstic, Bhaleka Persaud, Jill Pletsch, Anne Plouffe, Jenn Phan, Amy Sergi, Ahmad Sghaier, 
Basit Shajani, Andrew Sieminski, Breanna Swanson, Melanie Roberts, Sarah Moldenhauer, Kelly Fraser, 
Jerry Humes, Melissa Marshall, Tania Bumstead, Penny Miller, Rick Saunders 
 
Agenda Items: 
1. Welcome and Approval of Minutes 
Motion to approve Anne Plouffe, second Jen Christopher 
 
2. Presentation from Student Transportation – Dawn Cordeiro 

- Work with schools who have traffic concerns 
- Look into active transportation (walking, biking) 
- Trailblazers, designated students who wear vest while on routes 
- Working with The City for permanent signage for VHPS 
- VHPS to collect names of interested parents for a VH Student Transportation Planning (STP) 

Committee which will also include Dawn and VH staff 
o Generate ideas, list concerns, present recommendations 

 
3. Updates – Penny Miller 

- Grade 5/6F 
o Mr. Ripley is back 

- Re-organization 3.0  
o Minimal re-org to take place, losing one classroom, will be notified Monday by phone 

call, impact to intermediate class 
- Staff changes 

o Ms Petersen came from distance learning to 8C E 

4. Financial Update – Kelly 

   
 
5. VHPS School Garden Update – Anne 

- Have the support of admin & teachers to start a school garden at VHPS 
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- Would like to form a committee to begin planning 
- Need to look at location, VH staff don’t want school garden on street side 

 
Motion to form a school garden committee Jen Christopher, second Bhaleka Persaud 
 
Motion $500 to go towards gardening gloves for students helping out with the school garden Anne 
Plouffe, second Jen Christopher 
 
6. Plantables fundraiser – Kelly 
- New fundraiser to support Vista Hills PS 
- At plantables.ca can order organic fruits and vegetables $4 per plant, get free shipping over $45 
- Vista Hills earns 10% of purchases use with code  
- We determine the length of the fundraiser and there is no quota to be met 
- Fundraising is done completely on the plantables website, payments are made online and shipped 

directly to the customer 
 

Motion to move forward with plantables fundraiser with money raised going to VHPS school garden 
Bhaleka Persaud, second Milena Krstic 
 
7. Walk-a-thon – Melanie 
- VH Admin Staff are in support of another Walk-a-thon this year 
- Need to check that we have permission forms completed by parents 
- Will email parents to see who would be interested in joining a Walk-a-thon Committee 
- Need to decide the fundraising initiative for the walk-a-thon 
 
8. Getting Parents Re-connected with VH – Melanie 
- Parents are looking for ways to reconnect with the school 
- Is there a way for parents to feel connected without creating additional projects for teachers? 
- Would photos of inside the school be a possibility? 
 
9. WRAPSC letter to trustees – Melanie 
- Some schools are sending letters of concern re: parent engagement to their WRDSB Trustees 
- If there is concern, and you would like to write a letter, there is a template available from WRAPSC 
- Email vistahillsschoolcouncil@gmail.com to receive a downloadable word document that can be 

customized by you 
 
10. Beechdrops Park update – Basit Shajani  
- Some water related grading has taken place 
- Hope that more work will be done later in the spring 
- Planning to have school drop-offs at Beechdrops once park is complete 
 
11. Drive to 5 Initiative – Anne 
- Would like to encourage the drive to 5 initiative, park within 5 min drive to school for safety 
- Will be covered in STP Committee 
  

mailto:vistahillsschoolcouncil@gmail.com
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12. Q and A 
Do the windows in the classrooms have to be open during the winter months?   
- Open the windows when we can as often as we can, educators to use professional judgement, okay 

with hats in the classroom to keep warm 
 
Since returning to in-class learning, are desk shields no longer available for the younger grades? 
- Desk shields were not board approved, it was an extra bonus measure that Don put in place, not 

mandatory, only school that has these and they are full of germs and dirt 
- Left it up to the teachers if they would like to use them or take them down 
 
Would it be possible to have Grad photos for the Grade 8s this year? 

- Grade 8s hang tight will have some plans 
 
Home learning books not being used.  Hoping to put packs together for classes. 
 
Next meeting will be Thursday, April 29 at 6:30pm via Google Meet. 
 
Ongoing school council fundraisers:  
 

 
Go to www.plantables.ca order your organic vegetable and herb plants or garden kit, enter our school code HawksAreHeroes 
and VHPS will receive 10% of your order for the  VHPS school garden. 

 
 
COBS Bread at The Boardwalk  

Mention Vista Hills Public School when you order and Cobs will donate 10% of your order to our school.   

 

 
Mabel’s Labels Fundraiser online at https://mabelslabels.ca/en_CA/fundraising/support/ and search for Vista 

Hills.  Thank you for your support!  

 
 

 

Financial Summary for Feb 2021 

- Money raised through plantables fundraiser will be for new VHPS school garden 
- $500 to go towards gardening gloves for students helping out with the school garden 

 

http://www.plantables.ca/
https://mabelslabels.ca/en_CA/fundraising/support/

