
 
 

Vista Hills School Council  
Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, April 29, 2021 
 
Where: Google Meet, Invitation sent to interested participants 
When: Thursday, April 29, 2021 at 6:30pm 
Invited:  Asil Al-Shaibani, Louise Caswell, Breanna Swanson, Fathima Fataar, Sharon Han, Katelyn 
Brunskill, Rajiv Kaushik, Diana Clipsham, Raquel Flores Lunshof, Joanne Cojic, Jennifer Christopher, Greg 
James, Milena Krstic, Lavniet Dhillon, Muhammad Al-Zubaidi, Beth Daniel, Melanie Roberts, Kelly Fraser, 
Sarah Moldenhauer, Anne Plouffe, Jerry Humes, Penny Miller, Amy Innes, Melanie Jespersen, Tania 
Bumstead 
 
Agenda Items: 

1. Welcome – Sarah 
 
2. Thank you from Phys Ed Department – Melanie Jespersen 

 
The Phys Ed department provided soccer balls to all homeroom classes and a few skipping ropes this 
year. These items were taken from the Phys Ed resources.  The Phys Ed department requested $500 to 
allow them to purchase 20 good soccer balls and a few skipping ropes to replace the equipment placed 
in classes.  
 
The Phys Ed department was also in need of some more Ultimate discs (frisbees). Waterloo Organization 
of Disc Sports (WODS) offered these discs at a reduced price and a VH family is matching that discount. 
$100 would purchase new Ultimate discs to increase the school stock.  
 
Total request for balls, skipping ropes and discs: $600 
  
Due to timing, on April 11, 2021 VHSC sent out an email to parents who regularly attend school council 
meetings to approve the $600 purchase of balls, skipping ropes and ultimate discs.  All were in favour, no 
one opposed. 
 
Thank you for helping support the Phys Ed department! – Mme Jespersen 
 

3. Vista Hills School Updates – Penny Miller 
 
Welcome to Ms. Amy Innes, who will be the new Vice-Principal beginning on May 10 

- Coming to VH from Jean Steckle PS as a Special Education Teacher 
- Has spent 18 years in education grades K-6 
- Very excited to join VHPS! 

 
COVID Update 

- VHPS takes all direction from public health 
- Public health informs WRDSB COVID team then they inform VHPS 
- Information is then shared with parents 
- They had a visit from public health, no suggestions, doing the best they can to keep kids safe 
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What does next year look like? 
 VHPS projected enrollment September 2021  

o 754 students which is up a little, 56 new students for kindergarten 
 Will find out next week what in-person and on-line numbers will be for September 2021 
 Why do we have to choose in-person or on-line for the whole year?   

o This year there was many reorganizations, teacher’s changing assignments, class 
changes etc.  Those changes became disruptive to the school. 

 We are beginning the staffing process next week. 
 
Grade 8 Graduation: 

 System wide approach rooted in equity for ALL students across the WRDSB 
o Provided direction from the board that we cannot do specific school initiatives for the 

Grade 8s 
 Needs to align with Public Health 
 All Vista Hills Distant Learning Students are included 
 Virtual Ceremony for Grade 8 for all WRDSB schools Tuesday June 22 

 
Daily Affirmation: 

 April – Efficacy 

 May – Mindfulness  

 Announced throughout the school Monday mornings 

 Tuesday to Friday teachers do the announcements in class due to the staggered entry 
 
School Activities: 

 Presentation – Sara Westbrook May 27 
 Welcome To Kindergarten Evening – June 3 
 PD Day – June 4 
 Grade 8 Graduation – June  22 
 Last day of school for students – June 28 
 PD Day – June 29 

 
4. Equity Update – Tania Bumstead 

 

 Celebrating Days of Significance at VHPS 

 Realized the home reading books were not culturally diverse 
o Invited students to share their beliefs, traditions and culture through writing books 

 Student Summit 
o Student will teach others, share skills, recipes etc. 

 Next year would like a focused group of parents as part of equity team 

 21 Equity Day Challenge 
 

5. Approval of February Minutes – Jerry 
Motion to approve February minutes Anne Plouffe, second Milena Krstic 
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6. Financial Update – Kelly 
 

 
 

 
 

7. Wellness Event – Sarah 
 
We had the opportunity to book Sara Westbrook, a professional speaker, author, singer and Emotional 
Resilience Strategist to host a live, virtual family presentation called: Nurturing your Child’s Emotional 
Health. We applied and received a Parent Reaching Out (PRO) grant again this year for $500. The cost of 
this virtual presentation is $485 + HST which would be completely covered under the PRO grant.  
 
In addition to the presentation for families, we would like to offer Sara Westbrook’s live, virtual 
presentations to the students of VHPS, during the day.  
 
The presentations would be:  
Thursday May 27, 2021 
Grades K to 3: Superheroes for Respect @9:30am to 10:00am 
Grades 4 to 8: Healthy, Resilient Minds Matter @11:20am to 12:10pm 
Parent Presentation: Nurturing your Child’s Emotional Well-being @ 5:30pm - 6:30pm 
 
There is an additional cost of $620 + HST for the student (K-3 and 4-8) presentations.  
  
Due to timing, on April 11, 2021 VHSC sent out an email to parents who regularly attend school council 
meetings to approve the cost of $620 + HST for these presentations.  All were in favour, no one opposed. 
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Invitation also sent to Cedarbrae Public School extended to show support within our community at no 
charge. 
 

8. VH Community Garden Update – Anne 
 

 $1,500 Grant from Waterloo Region School Food Gardens was approved 
 School garden is only to be used by students and teachers 

o VH Community Association will only be helping out in the summertime 
 Next step: Meet with teachers to work on a timeline 

 
9. Plantables Fundraiser – Kelly 

 
 $309.20 from 56 orders – thank you to everyone who has placed an order so far! 
 We are welcome to share fundraising code with friends and family across Ontario and Quebec 
 Enter code HawksAreHeroes at www.plantables.ca 

 

 
 

10. Walk-a-thon – Melanie 
 

 Possible fundraising initiatives:  
o Outdoor scrolling sign (outside library) or outdoor exercise circuit? 

 Unsure whether the Walk-a-thon can take place 
 Will revisit possible fundraisers if the Walkathon can take place 
 Cedarbrae thanks VHPS for the sound system raised through the 2019 Walk-a-thon 

 
Next meeting will be Thursday, June 17 at 6:30pm via Google Meet.  May meeting was cancelled. 
 
Ongoing school council fundraisers:  
 

 
Go to www.plantables.ca order your organic vegetable and herb plants or garden kit, enter our school code HawksAreHeroes 
and VHPS will receive 10% of your order for the VHPS school garden. 

 
 
COBS Bread at The Boardwalk  

Mention Vista Hills Public School when you order and Cobs will donate 10% of your order to our school.   

 
Mabel’s Labels Fundraiser online at https://mabelslabels.ca/en_CA/fundraising/support/ and search for Vista Hills.  

Thank you for your support!  

 

Financial Summary for April 2021 

- $600 to go to the Phys Ed department for balls, skipping ropes and discs 
- $620 Wellness presentation for students  

 

http://www.plantables.ca/
http://www.plantables.ca/
https://mabelslabels.ca/en_CA/fundraising/support/

