
Vista Hills School Council  
Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, November 26, 2020 

 
Where: Google Meet, invitation sent to interested participants 

When: Thursday, November 26, 2020 at 6:30pm 

Invited parents:  Louise Caswell, Jennifer Christopher, Diana Clipsham, Joanne Cojic, Beth Daniel, 

Fathima Fataar, Marion Feurich, Kelly Fraser, Hajra Hafeez, Sharon Han, Salman Hussain, Greg James, 

Milena Krstic, Maggie Liang, Raquel Lunshof, Sarah Moldenhauer, Nadia Novikova, Bhaleka Persaud, Jill 

Pletsch, Anne Plouffe, Basit Shajani, Rajesh Sripathan, Breanna Swanson, Thurka Thinakaran, Natalie 

Wilton, Melanie Roberts, Jerry Humes, Melanie Jespersen, Wendy Daley, Rick Saunders, Penny Miller 

 

Agenda Items: 

1. Welcome, Google Meet Reminders and Introductions – Melanie  

 

2. Approve Minutes from the October 2020 Meeting – Melanie  

Motion to approve Anne Plouffe, second Jen Christopher 

 

3. Beechdrops Park Update – Basit from Vista Hills Community Association 

A virtual town hall took place for Vista Hills with City Counsellor Royce Bodaly on November 24, 2020.  

We were informed that the development Beechdrops Park (which will be backing onto Vista Hills Public 

School by the portables) has been delayed.  The City of Waterloo and developers are responsible for the 

initial delay.  They only received one bid for the completion of the park and it was too expensive.  The 

City will launch a new big next year (2021).  The park will not be completed until summer 2021 at the 

very earliest.  Only after completion of the park will the City of Waterloo will take ownership of 

Ladyslipper and Beechdrops Dr impacting the timing of paved paths and bike lanes. 

 

4. Treasurer Report – Hajra  

Official numbers to follow from the office.   

 

5. Elections – Melanie  

An online vote took place and the following positions were confirmed for the 2020/2021 school year:  

Co-Chair: Melanie Roberts – returning  

Co-Chair:  Sarah Moldenhauer – new to position 

Treasurer: Kelly Fraser – new to position 

Secretary: Jerry Humes – returning  
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6. Office Updates – Rick Saunders, Vice Principal 

Don Oberle went into a position at another school.  Wendy Daley is leaving on Friday November 27, 

2020. 

 

Welcome to Penny Miller, new Principal of Vista Hills.  Penny was Principal at Keats Way Public School.  

She has worked 9 years in administration, 3.5 years at Keats Way as Principal.  She is looking forward to 

coming to Vista Hills and working with your children. 

 

Current number of students at VH (as at Nov 26, 2020) 

- 490 students attending in class learning 

- 290 students in distance learning 

- 25 active classrooms, all classrooms are in the school 

- 2 classes in the school are being used for distance learning along with the portables 

 

7. Questions – Rick Saunders & Penny Miller 

Questions were submitted by VH parents before the meeting. 

 

1. I have heard that the Ministry and the WRDSB were considering extending Xmas break because of 

COVID. Is there any more information on that possibility? 

- School will continue in-person as long as it is safe for the kids to be in school 

 

2. I understand schools are still open in regions that are now under lockdown (Toronto, Peel).  At what 

point would schools close?  (Asking as a parent hoping they will stay open.) 

- Same answer as above 

 

3. Why are schools closing when the buses aren’t running due to weather conditions this year? 

- It is hard to make the call whether to keep schools open when the buses are cancelled 

- Now that classes can be run from home, students will learn from home on those days 

- Students are expected to log-in to Google classrooms on snowdays  

o If students don’t log in, it will be counted as an absence 

 

4. How is it decided that a principal will switch schools?  Why would this happen during a pandemic?  

Will there be an opportunity for school council & parents to thank Mr. Oberle? 

- The school board held off on shifting principals until now due to the pandemic, usually these 

decisions would take place earlier 

- There were a lot of retirements to fill this year 

- School council can coordinate with Mme Jespersen for any messages to Mr. Oberle 

 

5. With the changing of Vista Hills school leadership this year (Mr. Oberle and Mrs. Sheriff departing), 

will the school continue to execute in the change maker school vision and HERO GEM philosophy that 

they established? 
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- Yes it is our intention, right now getting to know your children, the culture and community 

at VHPS 

 

6. Because the Ministry of Health has now advocated for 3 layer facial masks instead of 2 layer masks, 

will the schools be providing students with a set of 3 layer reusable masks? 

- The Ministry of Education will direct the school board with any updates on that 

 

7. Students have been required to hang their coats and backpacks on the back of their chairs instead of 

in the hall on hooks. Now that the weather is becoming more wintry, students will be wearing snow 

pants along with bigger coats. Wet coats and snow pants on the back of a chair will not make for a 

very comfortable learning environment. Will students be able to hang up their coats and snow pants 

now? 

- Yes primary can hang up their coats in the hallway 

- Grades 6/7/8 have boot trays in the hallway and using backs of chairs for coats 

 

8. Are we allowed to give teachers a gift for Xmas this year? 

- Appreciate the question, teachers understand what a tough year it has been and are not 

expecting gifts 

- Please consider helping others in these times 

 

9. How we can best support the staff through this time and transition? 

- Best way to support is make sure students do not go to school when sick, screen them and 

keep them home if sick 

- If you are called to pick up your child because they have shown symptoms at school, please 

pick them up right away as a staff member has to stay with the child to monitor them 

 

If a student wants to switch their mode of learning from in-class to distance or distance to in-class, they 

have until February 15, 2021 to do so. 

 

School council is hoping to form a sub-committee to support families in need. 

 

Next meeting will be Thursday, January 28 at 6:30pm via Google Meet. 

 
Ongoing school council fundraisers:  

 
 
COBS Bread at The Boardwalk  

Mention Vista Hills Public School when you order and Cobs will donate 10% of your order to our school   

 

 

Mabel’s Labels Fundraiser online at https://mabelslabels.ca/en_CA/fundraising/support/ and search for Vista Hills 

Thank you for your support!  

https://mabelslabels.ca/en_CA/fundraising/support/

